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BETTER  DWELLINGS  SOCIETY. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Year 
ending  October  ?o,  189Y* 

During  the  past  year  the  Society  has  called  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  two  important  objects  coming  within  the  scope  of 
our  work:  first,  the  condemnation  of  “alley  tenements”; 
second,  the  duty  which  rests  upon  the  city  authorities  to 
keep  alleys  —  upon  which  a  great  number  of  our  citizens  live, 
and  which  are  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  public  ways,  some 
of  them  being  great  thoroughfares  —  in  proper  sanitary  con¬ 
dition. 


Alley  Tenements. 

Saturday,  May  13,  1893,  the  Board  of  Health,  all  the 
members  being  present,  gave  a  hearing  on  this  subject. 
The  following  persons  attended  in  support  of  a  petition ; 
namely,  Robert  A.  Woods,  Professors  Dwight  Porter  and 
E.  B.  Homer,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland  C.  Lincoln,  Dr.  Henry  P.  Walcott, 
Chairman  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Horace  G.  Wadlin, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor,  Arthur  B.  Ellis, 
Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  all  being 
members  of  our  society  except  Mr.  Wadlin,  who  was  kind 
enough  to  appear  by  invitation. 

The  following  is  condensed  from  a  report  of  the  meeting 
which  appeared  at  length  in  the  Boston  Evening  Herald  of 
July  7,  1893  :  — 

Mr.  Paine,  who  conducted  the  meeting,  said  that  the  question  is 
whether  premises  built  on  narrow  alleys  are  unfit  for  human  habi- 


*This  report  was  somewhat  enlarged  and  amended  subsequent  to  the  annual  meeting. 
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tation  or  not ;  whether  they  are  increasing  the  death-rate.  If  they 
are  increasing  the  death-rate,  then  we  want  to  come  to  another 
part  of  that  same  problem,  and  ask  whether  it  does  not  affect  the 
rate  of  sickness  and  disease.  If  there  are  one  hundred  deaths,  how 
many  cases  of  sickness  would  there  be  in  proportion  ?  How  many 
cases  of  sickness  are  there  where  the  bread-winner  is  stricken  down 
with  rheumatism,  and  the  family  is  brought  down  to  suffering  and 
poverty  ?  If  we  go  another  step  farther,  we  shall  find  that  some  of 
these  estates  are  neglected,  as  are  also  the  health  and  life  of  the 
occupants. 

Mr.  Paine  said  that  the  Board  of  Health  can  feel  assured  that 
the  city  will  support  it,  and  that  the  public  sentiment  is  behind  it, 
if  it  wipes  out  the  slums  of  Boston  and  does  away  with  this 
condition  of  things. 

Mr.  Ellis  said  he  had  recently  visited  the  West  and  North  Ends 
of  the  city  with  a  viewT  to  obtaining  the  facts.  He  said  that  he 
went  that  morning  (the  morning  of  the  meeting),  with  Mr.  Woods  of 
Andover  House,  to  see  two  of  the  worst  places  in  the  North  End. 
Mr.  Ellis  found  a  house  which  he  had  not  seen  before,  which 
seemed  to  him  fully  as  bad  as  the  worst  of  the  buildings  which  he 
had  seen  previously.  The  places  were  familiar  to  the  health  in¬ 
spectors  who  were  kind  enough  to  go  with  him, —  Messrs.  Harring¬ 
ton,  Jordan,  and  McCabe. 

Mr.  Ellis  then  read  from  and  commented  upon  a  paper  containing 
facts  and  figures  about  some  of  the  worst  tenements  in  the  North 
and  West  Ends,  which  were  built  upon  narrow  alleys,  with  little  or 
no  back  ventilation,  and  which,  in  his  judgment,  could  not  be  made 
decent  to  live  in  on  account  of  their  location. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  described  some  of  the  worst  places  which  were 
familiar  to  her,  which  seemed  so  shut  in  and  otherwise  badly 
located  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Mrs  Lincoln  said  that 
in  Glasgow  the  buildings  unfit  for  habitation  were  torn  down. 

Dr.  Walcott  thought  that  the  greatest  stumbling-block  in  over¬ 
coming  this  overcrowded  tenement-house  question  is  the  absence 
of  any  power  to  destroy  the  buildings  and  make  open  spaces.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Paine  that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  any  court 
in  this  Commonwealth  would  dare  to  reverse  the  decision  given  by 
the  Board  of  Health  that  a  tenement-house  is  unfit  for  habitation. 

Mr.  Wadlin  said  that  there  are  places  existing  whose  destruc¬ 
tion  would  result  in  good  to  the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  one 
proof  of  the  unfitness  of  these  buildings  in  the  fact  that  laws  have 
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been  passed  prohibiting  buildings  being  constructed  without  cer¬ 
tain  sanitary  conditions,  which  goes  to  show  that  any  buildings 
existing  to-day  in  violation  of  those  laws  should  come  down. 
However,  the  remedy  of  these  conditions  is  a  serious  question. 

Professor  Porter,  while  he  recognized  the  importance  and  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  work  in  some  cases,  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  carried 
out  with  great  care  and  consideration. 

Mr.  Woods,  referring  to  a  consideration  which  had  been  raised 
as  to  the  hardship  of  an  owner  who  had  bought  the  property  with¬ 
out  allowing  for  a  change  in  conditions  which  would  make  it  unin¬ 
habitable,  said  that  the  owners  of  many  tenement-houses  received 
as  much  as  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum.  In  twenty  years  an 
owner  saving  twelve  per  cent,  would  have  received  his  capital 
back,  and  would  have  a  very  large  income.  It  did  not  seem  to 
Mr.  Woods  to  be  unjust  for  a  building  to  be  torn  down  when  it  is 
unfit  for  habitation,  so  far  as  the  finances  are  concerned ;  and,  if 
one  could  judge  from  the  North  End  courts,  the  income  must  be 
really  greater,  because  the  buildings  are  rickety  structures,  and 
the  owners  get  the  same  amount  for  them  as  they  would  for  more 
substantial  ones. 

Professor  Homer  said  his  experience  had  been  very  slight,  in¬ 
deed,  in  the  homes  of  the  poorer  people ;  but,  as  he  went  around 
with  Professor  Porter,  he  said  that  they  certainly  saw  a  couple  of 
the  worst  cases  imaginable.  He  thought  every  possible  means 
should  be  brought  to  bear  to  empower  the  Board  of  Health  to  pull 
down  these  buildings  and  turn  the  spaces  into  playgrounds  for  the 
children,  and  thus  add  a  little  more  life  into  these  crowded  dis¬ 
tricts.  It  would  be  a  great  deal  better  for  the  health  of  the  city. 


From  the  report  of  Mr.  Ellis,  above  referred  to,  is  taken 
the  following :  — 

Keith  Alley,  off  No.  174  North  Street. —  This  place  has  two  rows 
of  tenements,  each  fronting  on  a  long  and  narrow  alley  only  about 
ten  feet  wide.  On  one  side  the  buildings  are  especially  bad,  being 
simply  old  wooden  rookeries,  having  no  back  ventilation  except 
a  trifling  amount  at  the  ends  of  the  row,  a  six-storied  brick  ware¬ 
house  pressing  close  upon  the  rear  wall.* 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Health  Inspector  has  found  a  small  place  in  the  rear 
which,  perhaps,  might  be  available  for  some  light  and  ventilation. 
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No.  2  Jasper  Place ,  off  North  Street,  not  far  from  Keith  Alley. — 
An  old  wooden  building,  with  very  little  back  ventilation.  The 
space  directly  in  front  is  only  about  ten  feet  wide,  although  wider 
close  by. 

Passageway  at  Clifford  Court  off  Fleet  Street  is  about  six  and 
one-half  feet  wide. 

Wooden  buildings  on  both  sides,  neither  row  having  back  venti¬ 
lation. 

No.  196  Endieott  Street. —  No  rear  light  nor  ventilation.  Pas¬ 
sageway  only  four  and  one-half  feet  wide. 

No.  60  Endieott  Street. —  Some  of  the  rooms  have  no  back  ven¬ 
tilation,  and  look  dark  on  a  very  bright  day.  The  tenements  have 
a  passageway  about  four  feet  wide. 

Barber's  Alley. —  The  climax  is  reached  in  this  place.  The 
premises  back  on  Everett  Court,  part  of  the  premises  in  the  latter 
way  having  been  condemned  long  ago  by  the  Board  of  Plealth. 

The  West  End  also  has  some  badly  located  buildings.  For  in¬ 
stance,  No.  3  Adams  Place,  Princess  Avenue,  London  Bridge,  and 
Davis  Court. 

Good  landlords  can  do  much  in  the  way  of  taking  care  of  prem¬ 
ises  and  looking  after  the  welfare  of  tenants,  provided  the  build¬ 
ings  are  so  situated  that  they  can  be  redeemed.  The  difficulty 
which  besets  the  path  of  improvement  is  its  narrow  limits.  No 
building,  though  constantly  repaired,  not  even  a  new  building, 
which  faces  a  passageway  only  four  feet  wide,  and  has  no  back 
ventilation,  can  be  fit  to  live  in. 


Wednesday,  Aug.  2,  1893,  the  Board  of  Health  ordered  a 
number  of  tenements  vacated,  including  some  of  the  alley 
tenements  which  were  spoken  of  at  the  hearing  on  July  7, 
1893,  above  reported. 

The  number  of  families  living  in  tenements  in  Boston, 
classified  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  according  to  the 
recent  (1892)  Report  on  the  Statistics  of  Labor,*  is  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-five.  Since  the  return  was  made  by  the 
Labor  Bureau,  but  before  the  report  appeared  in  print,  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Boston  condemned  some 
miserable  dwellings,  but  apparently  did  not  include  more 


*  The  Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Statistics  of  Labor,  pp,  41S-424. 
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than  a  few  of  the  tenements  which  the  Labor  Report  found 
to  be  beyond  redemption.  On  the  other  hand,  quite  a 
number  of  places  which  are  on  the  border  line  between 
“poor”  and  “bad”  are  occasionally  falling  into  the  latter 
category,  so  that  the  most  constant  watchfulness  is  needed 
in  order  to  sustain  a  decent  standard  of  health  and  morals 
under  the  present  conditions  of  living  in  the  tenement  quar¬ 
ters  of  Boston.  In  the  opinion  of  experts  quite  a  number  of 
tenements  are  cumbering  the  ground  in  this  city  which  are 
absolutely  unfit  for  residences.  These  places  ought  to  be 
wiped  out  without  delay.  The  request  is  made  with  less 
hesitation,  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  at  the  present 
time  there  are  plenty  of  vacant  tenements  in  Boston  which 
can  be  had  at  moderate  rents,  so  that  no  hardship  would 
ensue.  Either  by  right  of  eminent  domain  or  in  some  other 
way  the  miserable  dwellings  on  narrow  alleys  should  be  de¬ 
stroyed. 


Clean  the  Tenement  Alleys. 

At  a  meeting  of  Directors,  Friday,  Sept.  22,  1893,  it  was 
“  voted  that  the  President,  Professor  Porter,  and  the  Secre¬ 
tary  be  a  committee  to  consult  with  the  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Health  as  to  what  action  is  necessary  to  impose  upon  the 
city  of  Boston  the  duty  of  keeping  private  ways  in  good  san¬ 
itary  condition,  and  with  power  to  prepare  any  memorial 
which  they  may  deem  advisable,  to  be  signed  by  members 
of  the  Society,  to  accomplish  any  desired  reform  in  this  di¬ 
rection.” 

The  committee  above  appointed  took  action,  as  appears 
from  the  following  report :  — 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  Directors 
on  Sept.  22,  1893,  “to  consult  with  the  Mayor,”  etc.  (see  vote 
above  quoted),  respectfully  report  that  they  have  conferred  with 
both  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Health  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  this  Society  has  made  personal  investigation  of  some 
of  the  worst  alleys  in  the  city;  namely,  in  Wards  VI.  and  VII. 


TO 


And,  as  a  result,  your  committee  submit  the  following  memorial  for 
signature  by  members  of  this  society  and  by  any  other  persons  who 
may  be  interested. 

Robert  Treat  Paine. 
Arthur  B.  Ellis. 
Dwight  Porter. 


MEMORIAL 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston  : 

We,  the  undersigned  citizens  or  tax-payers  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the 
other  authorities  of  the  city  government  having  the  special  matter 
in  charge,  to  the  unsanitary,  and  in  many  cases  filthy,  condition  of 
the  private  streets,  courts,  alleys,  and  passageways  in  the  over¬ 
crowded  parts  of  the  city  which  are  occupied  by  a  population  which 
is  largely  housed  in  tenements.  Some  of  these  ways,  although 
owned  privately,  are,  from  their  location  and  use,  public  or  semi¬ 
public  thoroughfares,  and  need  constant  supervision. 

The  tenement  buildings  on  these  private  ways  vary,  of  course,  very 
much  in  their  conditions ;  but  many  of  them  are  among  the  most 
wretched  and  the  most  dilapidated  in  the  city.  The  rents  in  them 
are  often  on  the  lowest  scale,  so  that  the  population  attracted  into 
them  is  naturally  that  in  the  very  humblest  condition  of  life,  and 
often  consists  of  families  where  the  bread-winner  has  died  or  is 
enfeebled  by  old  age  or  disease,  and  yet  where  there  are  often 
many  children.  This  class  of  our  population  is  certainly  entitled 
to  the  most  thoughtful  consideration,  and  the  least  that  the  city 
can  do  for  them  and  for  the  tenement  buildings  in  which  they  re¬ 
side  is  to  provide  or  insist  upon  decent  thoroughfares  for  use  in 
going  to  and  from  these  homes. 

Respectable  conditions  are  maintained  through  all  other  parts  of 
the  city.  The  wretched  conditions  which  have  grown  up  about 
the  poorest  of  our  population  are  greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that 
the  streets  and  passageways  on  which  they  live  are  private,  and 
therefore  not  cared  for  by  the  city,  and  the  road-beds  of  them  have 
never  been  properly  constructed  with  either  paving  or  gravel,  but 
in  many  cases  are  nothing  but  mud,  with  an  accumulation  of  filth 


of  all  kinds  mingled  with  mud  for  many  years,  creating  conditions 
utterly  inconsistent  with  health  or  self-respect  or  decency ;  and  yet 
here  are  the  homes  of  hundreds  and  even  thousands  of  the  very 
poor  people  who  reside  upon  these  private  ways. 

The  recent  official  report  of  the  State  Labor  Bureau  on  the  sani¬ 
tary  .condition  of  tenements  shows  that  in  a  classification  of  five 
different  grades  of  the  tenements  of  the  city,  excellent,  good,  fair, 
poor,  and  bad,  8.545  persons  reside  in  the  classification  ranked  as 
bad, —  a  state  of  things  which  all  good  citizens  must  recognize  as 
intolerable,  and  deserving  of  speedy  and  complete  remedy. 

We  present  to  your  consideration  a  list  of  some  of  these  alleys, 
streets,  and  passageways,  which,  through  the  courtesy  of  Messrs. 
Harrington  and  Jordan,  Inspectors  for  the  Board  of  Health  in 
Wards  VI.  and  VII.,  has  been  recently  prepared.  We  respectfully 
ask  that  measures  be  taken  by  the  proper  authorities  to  cause  all  such 
semi-public  ways  in  this  city  to  be  put  and  maintained  in  proper 
sanitary  condition.  We  also  submit  a  draft  of  a  proposed  act,  pro¬ 
viding  for  better  road-beds  in  these  private  alleys  ;  and,  if  it  receive 
the  approval  of  the  corporation  counsel,  we  respectfully  ask  that 
measures  may  be  taken  to  secure  its  enactment :  *  — 


An  Act  for  the  protection  of  public  health  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Be  it  enacted ,  etc.,  as  follozvs :  — 

Section  i.  Whenever  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Bos¬ 
ton  shall  adjudge  that  the  public  health  requires,  and  shall  order 
that  the  surface  of  any  private  passageway  in  said  city  shall  be 
paved  or  otherwise  provided  with  a  road-bed,  the  owners  of  said 
private  passage  shall  forthwith  pave  or  lay  said  road-bed  in  accord- 

*  The  above  memorial,  signed  by  several  persons,  was  received  by  the  Mayor.  Since  the  re¬ 
quest  was  made,  the  subject  of  cleaning  alleys  was  brought  before  the  Committee  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Unemployed  of  Boston,  who  in  co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Health  took  action.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  C.  R.  Cutter,  acting  superintendent,  to  Robert  Treat  Paine,  shows  how  much 
these  ways  needed  attention  :  — 

“  I  would  state  in  regard  to  the  street-cleaning  men  who  have  been  working  in  this  department, 
that  we  have  been  over  the  whole  list  of  streets  that  were  reported  to  this  department  by  the 
Board  of  Health  once,  and  in  some  instances  twice,  and  that  I  am  now  going  over  them  again,  and 
in  all  probability  this  time  we  shall  get  them  thoroughly  cleaned.  These  alleys  and  passageways 
were  in  such  a  horrible  condition  that  it  was  impossible  to  clean  them  in  one  cleaning.  I  should 
think  some  of  them  had  never  been  cleaned.  For  this  work  having  been  done  I  think  the  Relief 
Committee  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  whole  community,  as  they  must  have  been  pest-holes 
that  would  have  bred  disease  in  case  of  fever  or  other  epidemic  occurring  in  the  city.” 
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ance  with  said  order,  and  in  a  manner  and  with  material  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  said  board. 

Sect.  2.  Any  justice  of  any  court  having  jurisdiction  in  equity 
may,  on  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  said  city,  enforce 
the  provisions  of  this  act  by  any  proper  process  or  decree. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 


Reports  of  Harrington  and  Jordan  with 
Notes  by  A.  B.  Ellis. 


Semi-public  Ways,  Ward  VI. 

From  109  North  Street  to  Cross  Street,  unpaved,  usual  condi¬ 
tion  fair,  tenement  and  business  houses. 

From  139  North  Street  to  Fulton  Street,  paved,  usual  condition 
filthy,  tenement  and  business  houses. 

From  333  North  Street  to  Commercial  Street,  unpaved,  usual 
condition  dirty,  tenement-houses. 

From  347  North  Street  to  Commercial  Street,  unpaved,  usual 
condition  fair,  tenement-houses. 

From  287  North  Street  to  Commercial  Street,  partly  paved, 
usual  condition  filthy,  great  thoroughfare,  tenement-houses. 

Langdon  Place ,  from  215  North  Street  to  Fulton  Street,  un¬ 
paved,  usual  condition  filthy,  great  thoroughfare,  tenement  and 
business  houses. 

Powers  Court ,  from  380  North  Street  to  Hanover  Avenue,  partly 
paved,  usual  condition  fair,  tenement-houses. 

Ford's  Run ,  from  59  Clinton  Street  to  Quincy  Row,  paved,  usual 
condition  filthy,  great  thoroughfare,  business  houses. 

Chair  Alley ,  from  66  Richmond  Street  to  Cross  Street,  paved, 
usual  condition  filthy,  great  thoroughfare,  business  houses. 

Mechanic  Street,  irom  221  Hanover  Street  to  North  Street,  un¬ 
paved,  usual  condition  filthy,  great  thoroughfare,  tenement  and 
business  houses. 

Gree?iough  Lane ,  from  436  Commercial  Street  to  Charter  Street, 
paved,  usual  condition  good,  great  thoroughfare,  tenement- 

houses. 

Webster  Avenue ,  from  374  Hanover  Street  to  Unity  Street,  paved, 
usual  condition  fair,  great  thoroughfare,  tenement-houses. 

North  Bennet  Avenue,  from  26  North  Bennet  Street  to  Prince 
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Street,  partly  paved,  usual  condition  dirty,  great  thoroughfare, 
tenement-houses. 

Lime  Alley,  from  88  Charter  Street  to  Commercial  Street,  un¬ 
paved,  usual  condition  fair,  great  thoroughfare,  tenement-houses. 

Jackson  Avenue ,  from  73  Charter  Street  to  Commercial  Street, 
plank  walk,  usual  condition  good,  tenement-houses. 

Cleveland  Place,  from  17  Snow  Hill  Street  to  Margaret  Street, 
paved,  usual  condition  fair,  tenement-houses. 

Coni  Court,  from  12  Faneuil  Hall  Square  to  Merchants  Row, 
paved,  part  of  it  is  cleaned  by  the  city,  and  part  is  not,  usual  con¬ 
dition  filthy,  business  houses. 

From  55  Broad  Street  to  Batterymarch  Street,  badly  paved, 
usual  condition  filthy,  business  houses. 

From  100  State  Street  to  Chatham  Row,  paved,  of  late  the 
condition  is  good,  business  houses. 

Phipps  Place ,  from  50  Charter  Street,  does  not  run  through,  but 
many  tenement-houses  abut  on  it,  badly  paved,  usual  condition 
dirty. 

Wesley  Place,  from  288  Hanover  Street,  does  not  run  through, 
but  many  tenement-houses  abut  on  it,  paved,  usual  condition 
fair. 

( Signed )  Charles  P.  Harrington. 


Semi-public  Ways  in  Ward  VII. 

Bartlett  Place ,  off  100  Salem  Street  and  from  North  Margin 
to  Cooper  Street,  not  paved,  tenement-houses  on  both  sides. 

Passageway ,  from  45  Stillman  Street  to  Cooper,  not  paved,  tene¬ 
ment  and  business  houses. 

Crescent  Place ,  off  33  Green  Street,  not  paved,  all  tenement- 
houses. 

Narrow  passageway,  from  43  Stillman  Street  to  Cooper  Street, 
not  paved. 

Private  way,  off  33  Norman  Street,  not  paved,  tenement- 
houses. 

( Signed )  Thomas  Jordan. 


Notes  by  A.  B.  Ellis,  supplementary  to  reports  of  Har¬ 
rington  and  Jordan,  Inspectors  for  the  Board  of  Health, 
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taken  recently  on  a  visit  of  personal  inspection  with 
them  :  — 

From  139  North  Street  to  Fulton  Street,  known  as  “Dauber’s 
Alley,”  average  width  10  feet,  length  275  feet,  nearly  always  in  a 
bad  condition. 

From  287  North  Street  to  Commercial  Street,  8  feet  6  inches  by 
127  feet,  used  as  a  public  way  from  the  South  Ferry,  pool  of  filth 
all  the  time  at  one  end. 

From  333  North  Street  to  Commercial  Street,*  27  by  120  feet, 
un paved,  usually  dirty. 

Langdon  Place ,  from  215  North  Street  to  Fulton  Street,  12  by 
180  feet,  part  of  this  alley  is  arched,  in  poor  condition  usually, 
especially  in  wet  weather. 

Mechanic  Street,  from  221  Hanover  Street  to  138  North  Street, 
average  width  15  feet,  length  225  feet,  five  tenement-houses 
abut. 

North  Bc?met  Avenue,  from  26  North  Bennet  Street  to  47 
Prince  Street,  7  by  200  feet. 

Bartlett  Place,  from  98  Salem  Street  to  15  North  Margin  Street, 
say  10  by  150  feet,  is  a  thoroughfare,  always  in  poor  condition, 
great  many  houses  abut. 

From  43  Stillman  Street  to  Cooper  Street,  4^-  by  200  feet,  was  in 
bad  condition  Oct.  19,  1893.  It  is  easy  of  access  and  open  to 
nuisance. 

The  above  are  some  of  the  semi-public  ways  which  most  need 
care.  If  all  alleys  were  paved  with  asphalt  or  square  stones  well 
laid  and  with  a  good  chance  for  the  water  to  run  off, —  a  good 
pitch, —  they  could  be  kept  clean  with  much  less  difficulty  than  is 
now  experienced. 


The  following  relating  to  private  alleys  is  copied  from  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Boston  for 
1891  :  — 

The  private  streets  and  alleyways,  as  a  rule,  are  in  a  very  un¬ 
cleanly  condition  for  want  of  pavement  and  drainage.  Here  and 
there  the  abutters  may  be  persuaded  to  unite  in  the  paving,  drain¬ 
ing,  or  cleaning  of  an  alleyway;  but  this  is  rarely  accomplished. 


*  Where  there  are  sidewalks  on  either  side,  the  dimensions  given  are  from  curb  to  curb. 


In  most  instances,  one  is  willing  and  two  are  unwilling  to  do  any¬ 
thing  to  repair  an  alleyway  ;  and  prosecutions  are  slow,  expensive, 
and  unsatisfactory.  From  a  long  experience  in  the  oversight  of 
these  alleyways,  and  with  the  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  securing  anything  like  a  good  sanitary  condition  of  them, 
we  are  forced  to  repeat  that  the  only  way  by  which  they  will  be 
properly  cared  for  is  by  placing  them  in  the  care  of  the  city. 


The  following  opinion  is  expressed  by  Mr.  Wadlin  in  his 
latest  report :  * — 

It  would  seem  that  some  definite  plan  of  regularly  keeping  such 
places  [private  ways]  clean,  either  as  part  of  the  general  street¬ 
cleaning  service  of  the  city  or  in  some  other  way,  should  be 
devised  at  once.  Such  a  plan  would  tend  to  remove  many  of  the 
evils  which  now  exist  upon  the  outside  of  the  tenements.  Great 
improvement  has  been  made  in  recent  years  in  the  general  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  the  streets  of  the  city.  Indeed,  one  familiar  with  other 
cities  must  at  once  acknowledge  that  a  much  higher  standard  with 
respect  to  this  matter  prevails  here  than  in  most  large  cities.  The 
private  alley,  however,  remains,  and  as  long  as  it  exists  will  in 
many  cases  be  periodically  neglected,  unless  the  duty  of  continuously 
caring  for  it  is  assumed  by  the  city  as  part  of  its  general  street¬ 
cleaning  system.  It  surely  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to  arrange  a 
practical  plan  for  doing  the  work,  which  shall  place  the  cost  upon 
the  landlord  in  the  form  of  an  assessment  upon  the  estate,  to  be 
paid  annually  or  in  some  other  way.  Legislation  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  accomplish  this,  but  this  is  not  an  insuperable  obstacle.  It 
would  be  better  for  the  city  to  do  the  work  at  the  public  expense, 
however,  than  to  permit  the  present  lack  of  system  with  regard  to 
these  places  to  continue. 


*The  Twenty- third  Annual  Report  of  Statistics  of  Labor  (1892),  p.  424. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Private  Ways  in  the  city  of 
Boston  which  were  recently  reported  by  the  Board  of  Health 
as  in  need  of  cleaning  (see  p.  n,  note) : — 


East  Boston. 

Between  Liverpool  and  London  From  90  Prescott  Street. 

Streets,  from  Decatur  to  Mav-  London  Street,  east  side,  near 

erick  Street.  Porter  Street,  vacant  lot. 

Corner  Putnam  and  Bremen  Streets,  vacant  lot. 

j 

Charlestown. 

Rear  of  Chelsea  Street,  from  Vine  to  Medford  Streets. 

Ward  6. 


Chair  Alley,  from  Cross  to  Rich¬ 
mond  Streets. 

Ford’s  Run,*  from  39  Clinton 
Street. 

Mechanic  Street,  §  from  221  Han¬ 
over  Street. 

Alley  from  109  North  Street. 

Alley  from  135  North  Street. 

Alley  from  193  North  Street. 

Alley  at  side  of  310  North  Street. 

Passageway  from  333  North  Street. 

Passageway  from  349  North  Street. 

Powers  Court,  from  378  North 
Street. 

Webster  Place,  from  16  Fleet 
Street. 

Clifford  Place,  fr 


Langdon  Place,  from  215  North 
Street. 

North  Bennet  Avenue,  §  from  47 
Prince  Street. 

Quincy  Court,  from  185  North 
Street. 

Jasper  Place,  from  193  North 
Street. 

Baker’s  Alley,  from  192  North 
Street. 

North  Brimmer  Place,  from  173 
North  Street. 

Crab  Alley,  from  8  Batterymarch 
Street. 

Corn  Court,  §  from  10  Faneuil 
Square. 

26  Fleet  Street. 


Ward  7. 

Bartlett  Place,  *  off  Salem  Street.  Stillman  Place. 

Morton  Street,  f  Rear  23  Norman  Street. 


*  Partly  public  and  partly  private.  §  Old  ways  for  years. 

t  Public  way. 


Private  (?). 
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Ward  io. 

Oxford  Place.  Rear  61  Beach  Street. 

Rear  28  Harrison  Avenue.  Rear  14  Eliot  Street. 


Ward  1 1 . 


Columbus  Avenue,  from  Bucking¬ 
ham  to  Newton  Street,  north 
side  passageway. 

Holyoke  Street,  passageway  in 
rear  of  each  side. 

Yarmouth  Street,  passageway  in 
rear  of  each  side. 

Berwick  Park,  passageway  in  rear 
of  each  side. 

West  Canton  Street,  rear  passage¬ 
way. 

Rear  No.  7 


Winchester  Street,  south  side,  rear 
passageway. 

Edgerly  Place,  in  rear,  both  sides. 

Fayette  Street,  north  side  [pas¬ 
sageway]  from  Church  to  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Streets. 

St.  James  Avenue,  south  side 
[passageway]  from  Berkeley  to 
Clarendon  Streets. 

Melrose  Street,  west  side  [passage¬ 
way]. 

odel  Place. 


Ward  12. 

Shaving  Street.  289  Federal  Street. 

Rear  531  Albany  Street.  49  Pleasant  Street. 

Corner  Cove  and  Kneeland  Streets.  Rear  31  Utica  Street. 

Between  Seneca  and  Way  Streets. 


South  Boston . 


Adjoining  98  Bolton  Street.  Baxter  Street,  north  side,  between 

Between  Vicksburg  and  I  Streets.  D  and  E  Streets. 

Ward  1 6. 


Rear  Female  Orphan  Asylum, 
Washington  Street. 

Rear  n  and  13  Cobb  Street. 
Between  Cherry  and  Chapman 
Streets. 

Adjoining  196  Shawmut  Avenue. 


Rear  Temple  House,  Washington 
Street. 

Between  Fay  and  Dover  Streets. 
Between  Dover  and  Dwight  Streets. 
Between  Union  Park  and  Upton 
Streets. 


Ward  18. 


Sharon  Street  [passageway],  both 
sides. 


Tileston  Street. 
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Ward  1 9. 


Between  Camden  and  Lenox 
Streets,  from  Shawmut  Avenue 
to  Tremont  Street. 

Between  Lenox  and  Sawyer 
Streets,  from  Shawmut  Avenue 
to  Tremont  Street. 

Between  Kendall  and  Hammond 
Streets. 

Shawmut  Avenue  [passageway], 
between  Kendall  and  Hammond 
Streets. 


Shawmut  Avenue  [passageway], 
between  Hammond  and  Windsor 
Streets. 

Rear  of  Cabot  Street,  north  from 
Sterling  Street. 

Rear  of  Roxbury  Street,  east  from 
Shawmut  Avenue. 

Rear  Tremont  Street,  between 
Kendall  and  Hammond  Streets. 


Ward  20. 


Rear  433  Dudley  Street. 
Bartlett  Court. 

Rear  of  Oakes  Street. 


Hunneman  Street,  adjoining 
7,  vacant  lot. 

Orange  Court. 


Fellows  Place  and  Court. 


No. 


Ward  22. 


Reims  Place  and  surroundings.  Mindoro  Street,  west  side  [pas- 

Bromley  Street,  east  side  [pas-  sageway]. 

sageway].  Halleck  Street,  west  side  [pas- 

Albert  Street,  west  side  [passage-  sageway]. 

way].  Halleck  Street  Extension. 

Rogers  Avenue  and  Rogers  Court. 


DRAINAGE. 


The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  have  paid 
no  attention  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Board  of  Health  call¬ 
ing  upon  them  to  cause  drains  to  be  laid  in  certain  speci¬ 
fied  ways,  under  the  law  of  1889,  allowing  the  expenditure  of 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $10,000  annually  for  that  purpose. 
Some  members  of  this  Society  were  interested  in  having  this 
law  enacted  which  was  passed  between  two  and  three  years 
before  we  were  organized.  Sewers  have  been  laid,  but  not 
by  virtue  of  the  act  mentioned.  The  Board  of  Health,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  statement,  only  certify  when  it  is  mani¬ 
fest  to  everybody  that  a  sewer  is  required.  Sewers  asked 
for  under  their  requisitions  have  never  been  laid  except 
through  the  persistency  of  abutters. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  law  which  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  ignored  :  — 

Chap.  450  of  the  Acts  of  1889. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  acts  relating  to  the  inspection  and  con¬ 
struction  of  buildings,  and  relating  to  the  preservation  of 
health  in  buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Section  2.  Section  two  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  is 
hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  “  Section  2.  Every 
such  building  situated  on  a  public  or  private  street,  court,  or  pas¬ 
sageway  in  which  there  is  a  public  sewer,  and  every  building  con¬ 
nected  with  any  sewer,  shall  have  sufficient  water-closets  connected 
with  the  sewer,  and  shall  not  have  a  cesspool  or  privy,  except 
where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health,  it  can  be  allowed  to 
remain  temporarily,  and  then  only  as  said  board  shall  approve  ; 
and,  if  there  is  no  sewer  and  said  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
public  health  requires  one,  and  shall  so  certify  to  the  Board  of 
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Aldermen  of  said  city,  said  last-named  board  shall  forthwith  lay 
and  make  a  common  sewer  in  such  street,  court,  or  passageway  : 
provided,  however,  that  said  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  not  be  re¬ 
quired  in  any  one  year  to  make  sewers  in  accordance  with  this  act 
to  cost  in  the  aggregate  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars.”  .  .  . 


The  following  table  shows  in  what  cases  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  have  failed  to  satisfy  the 
requisitions  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  construction  of 
drains,  although  required  so  to  act  under  the  law :  *  — 


Location. 

• 

Date  of  Re¬ 
quisition  by 
the  Board 
of  Health. 

Action  taken. 

Reading  St.  (Rox.) 

Jan.  27,  1890 

Short  pipe  laid  in  1891.  No  pipe  laid 
since. 

Adams  PI.  (Rox.) 

July  24,  1890 
Oct.  6,  1890 

No  sewer. 

Wadleigh  PI.  (S.B.) 

June  9,  1S91 

Sewer  built  by  abutters. 

Byron  St.,  bet.  Pope 
and  Saratoga  Sts. 

No  sewer. 

*As  was  stated  above,  in  the  cases  which  have  been  acted  upon,  the  persistency  of  abutters, 
and  not  the  requisitions  of  the  Board  of  Health,  finally  induced  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  lay  the 


sewers. 
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List  of  houses  most  of  which  have  been  either  permanently  vacated  or 
extensively  repaired  on  account  of  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Health 
from  March  29,  1892,  to  Oct.  30,  1893.  These  places  are  included  among 
those  which  this  organization  felt  would  be  condemned  by  public  opinion, 
and  so  presented  them  to  the  Health  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
(N.B. —  The  facts  stated  in  this  table  were  verified  as  late  as  Nov.  22, 
1893,  and  show  how  each  case  stood  at  the  Board  of  Health’s  office  at 
that  date.) 


Date  of 
Notification. 

Location 

Cause 

When 

vacated. 

Remarks. 

1892. 
Oct.  18 

*  29  Anderson  St.  .  . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

1892. 
Oct.  25 

1893- 

House  boarded  up. 
Jan.  5.  Permit  given 
to  reoccupy. 

Oct.  18 

31  Anderson  St.  .  .  . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

Oct.  25 

House  boarded  up. 
June.  Permit  given 
to  reoccupy. 

Oct.  18 

31^  Phillips  St.  .  .  '  . 

(Interior  house.) 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

Oct.  25 

House  boarded  up. 
June  7.  Permit  given 
to  reoccupy. 

Oct.  18 

34  Phillips  St . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

Oct.  25 

House  boarded  up. 
June.  Permit  given 
to  reoccupy. 

Oct.  18 

36  Phillips  St . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

Oct.  25 

House  boarded  up. 
March  28.  Permit 
given  to  reoccupy. 

Oct.  18 

38  Phillips  St . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

Oct.  25 

House  boarded  up. 
March  28.  Permit 
given  to  reoccupy. 

Oct.  18 

38^  Phillips  St.  ... 
(Interior  house.) 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

Oct.  25 

House  boarded  up. 
April  28.  Permit 
given  to  reoccupy. 

1 893- 
Mar.  28 

5  Shaving  St . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

April  7.  Building 
demolished. 

Mar.  28 

15  Shaving  St . 

Traps  needed,  and 
general  want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  repair. 

April  7.  Building 
demolished. 

June  5 

3  Adams  PI . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repair. 

June  15 

Oct.  30.  Still  va¬ 
cant. 

*The  property  situated  oa  the  corner  of  Phi  lips  and  Anderson  Streets,  consisting  of  this  e.tate  and  the  six  pieces 
of  property  following,  locally  known  as  “  London  Bridge,”  has  been  extensively  repaired  and  much  improved  since  it 
was  ordered  vacant 
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Date  of 
Notification. 

Location. 

a» 

Cause. 

When 

vacated. 

1892. 

I893- 

Aug.  2 

Rear  of  190  North  St.  . 

Aug.  2 

Keith’s  Alley,  2d  Right 

Want  of  light  and 

from  North  St.  .  .  . 

ventilation. 

Aug.  2 

Keith’s  Alley,  1st  Right 

Want  of  light  and 

from  North  St.  .  . 

ventilation. 

Aug.  2 

4  Barber’s  Alley  .  .  . 

Want  of  light  and 

ventilation. 

Aug.  2 

Barber’s  Alley,  Last 

Want  of  light  and 

Sept.  5 

Right  from  North  St. 

ventilation. 

Aug.  2 

Basement  of  2  Jasper  PI. 

Want  of  light  and 

% 

ventilation. 

Remarks. 


1893. 

Sept.  7.  Rear  build¬ 
ing  torn  down. 

Aug.  25.  By  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Board 
of  Health  action 
on  these  estates  de¬ 
ferred  for  the  pres¬ 
ent. 

Sept.  5.  Carpen¬ 
ters  at  work  making 
alterations  accord¬ 
ing  to  plan  approved 
by  Board  of  Health. 

Oct.  18.  Building 
demolished. 

Aug.  25.  Addi¬ 
tional  windows  have 
been  opened  in  the 
rear,  giving  added 
light  and  ventila¬ 
tion  and  greatly  im¬ 
proving  the  sanitary 
condition. 


The  following  houses  were  mentioned  in  Report  No.  i  of  this  Society 
“as  undesirable  for  human  habitation.”  See  pp.  12,  13,  17,  and  18  of 
Report  No.  1  of  Better  Dwellings  Society.  (N.B.  The  facts  stated  in 
this  table  were  verified  as  late  as  Nov.  22,  1893,  and  show  how  each  case 
stood  at  the  Board  of  Health’s  office  at  that  date.) 


Date  of 
Notification. 

Location 

Cause. 

When 

vacated. 

1892. 
Feb.  16 

135  Endicott  St.  .  .  . 

Want  of  light  and 
ventilation,  cleanliness 
and  repairs. 

1892. 
Mar.  1 

Feb.  16 

Rear  135  Endicott  St.  . 

/ 

Want  of  light  and 
ventilation,  cleanliness 
and  repairs. 

Mar.  1 

Feb.  16 

1st  Rear  163  Endicott  St. 

Want  of  light  and 
ventilation,  cleanliness 
and  repairs. 

Mar.  r 

Feb.  16 

2d  Rear  163  Endicott  St. 

Want  of  light  and 
ventilation,  cleanliness 
and  repairs. 

Mar.  1 

Feb.  16 

3d  Rear  163  Endicott  St. 

Want  of  light  and 
ventilation,  cleanliness 
and  repairs. 

Mar.  1 

196  Endicott  St.  .  .  . 

Feb.  16 

3  Everett  Ct . 

Want  of  light  and  air. 

Mar.  1 

Feb.  16 

4  Everett  Ct . 

Want  of  light  and  air. 

Mar.  1 

Feb.  16 

307  Federal  St.  ... 

Want  of  cleanliness 
and  repairs. 

Mar.  5 

Feb.  16 

2d  House  in  Federal 
St.  PI . 

Want  of  light  and 
ventilation. 

Mar.  11 

Feb.  29 

29  Shaving  St . 

General  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  repairs. 

Mar.  14 

17  Shaving  St. 

No  complaint  was 
outstanding  against  this 
house.  The  owner  tore 
down  without  having 
received  any  vacation 
order  from  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Remarks. 


'*93- 

Oct.  30.  Both  front 
and  rear  premises 
torn  down,  and 
handsome  new 
block  nearly  com¬ 
pleted. 

Oct.  30.  In  good 
shape. 


Oct.  30.  In  good 
shape. 


Oct.  30.  In  good 
shape. 


Oct.  30.  Tearing 
down  centre  house.* 

Nov.  22.  House 
boarded  up  and  no¬ 
tices  posted. 

Nov.  22.  House 
boarded  up  and  no¬ 
tices  posted. 

Dec.  4.  Entire 
premises  were  occu¬ 
pied  for  business 
purposes  at  this 
date. 

Nov.  22.  Still  va¬ 
cant. 

House  vacant  and 
closed  and  notice 
posted. 

Building  demol¬ 
ished. 


#  Later  investigation  shows  that  the  centre  one  of  three  hou=es  has  not  been  torn  down  as  above  reported,  but 
simply  that  the  passageway  in  front  of  the  centre  house  has  been  widened  by  a  space  of  five  feet  by  twelve  feet.  The 
entrances  to  the  property  have  been  altered  in  such  a  manner  that,  instead  of  being  three  houses  as  before,  it  is  now  one 
large  tenement 


